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CONCLUSION

Shortly before 1315 GMT on Tuesday 13 January 2015 a tornado hit Harrow. Tornadic
damage was found along a track from Headstone South in the London Borough of
Harrow to Wealdstone in the London Borough of Harrow. This track had a sharp zigzag
towards the end of the track where the most severe damage was done (Figure 11).
When the damage points were joined up in a line there appeared to have been a slight
cyclonic curvature in the track. Part way along the track (midway between Figures 3 and
4 as shown on the map in Figure 11) the tornado appeared to have been deflected to the
right whilst maintaining a slight cyclonic curvature. At this point the land to the left of the
tornado rose by a few metres but it is unknown if was the cause of the change of track.

The total track length was 2.35 km (An L4 rating - see Table 1b for full scale).
A track width of 40-50 m was found along the length of the track, a maximum
width of 50 m being a W5 rating. This gave a total track area of 0.1175 km? (An
A4 rating) using a width of 50 m. The tornado generally moved in a west-south-
west to east-north-east direction. The damage reached an intensity of T1-2
(33-41 ms™).

Figure 11. Tornado track. Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right
2014.
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Table 1a The International Tornado Intensity Scale and wind speed (T).
Scale Number Wind Speed (T)
0 17-24 ms™’

25-32 ms™
33-41 ms™
42-51 ms™
52-61 ms™
62-72 ms™
73-83 ms™
84-95 ms™
96-107 ms™
108-120 ms™
121-134 ms™
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Tornadoes of strength TO, T1, T2, T3 are termed weak tornadoes.
Those reaching T4, T5, T6, T7 are strong tornadoes.
T8, T9, T10, T11 are violent tornadoes.

Table 1b The International Tornado Intensity Scale and track length, track width and track area.

Scale Number Track Length (L) | Track Width (W) | Track Area (A)
0 <215 m <21m <464 m?
1 216-464 m 22-46m 465-2150 m?
2 465-999 m 4.7-99m 2160-9990 m?
3 1.0-2.1 km 10-21m 0.01-0.046 km?
4 2.2-4.6 km 22-46 m 0.047-0.21 km?
5 4.7-9.9 km 47-99 m 0.22-0.99 km?
6 10-21 km 100-215m 1.0-4.6 km?
7 22-46 km 216-464 m 4.7-21 km?
8 47-99 km 465-999 m 22-99 km?
9 100-215 km 1.0-2.1 km 100-464 km?
10 216-464 km 2.2-4.6 km 2465 km?

Dr. G. Terence Meaden devised the International Tornado Intensity Scale in 1972 to categorise
wind speeds of tornadoes.






